                                     NSS PASA (Zoom) Meeting 8/15/20
                    VP Mitch Gordon reporting; 5 attendees including Howard

1.  On our to-do list: With local libraries still not open, we will try to get a table-top display set up at the Franklin Institute.

2.  Perseid meteor shower: Peaked within the last few days and will last another week.   Weather has not been optimum locally.

3.  Mars has been in the news lately.  Why? (Time 8/17-24/20)

Finding life on Mars would be an epochal discovery, along with the bragging rights that go with being first to make the find.  With just 35 million miles separating (rather than 250 million miles)  Earth and Mars at this time (once every two years), interplanetary travel time is slashed for the seven month itinerary.   NASA’s Perseverance rover took off on July 30.  On July 19 the United  Arab Emirates launched the 3000 lb., 10 ft. tall Amal (or “Hope”) spacecraft to orbit Mars for at least two years.   Four days later China launched its Tianwen-1 spacecraft (including the orbiter, lander, and rover).   

       All three missions should reach their destinations in February after a journey of seven months and 300 million miles. (Phila. Inquirer 7/31/20).

4.   Dottie reported that PHILCON 2020 will be a virtual event, similar to BALTICON. 

This means: No NSS PASA table, online shipping charges for the Dealer’s Room, entertainment similar to watching TV, and many speakers to fit into an online programming schedule.            

5.  Mitch also brought up news on the Space Force (from Time, 8/3-10/20):

America’s network of roughly 1,000 satellites is virtually unprotected—an invitation to conflict in our times.   Russia and China have deployed ground-based laser and communications-jamming equipment that can disable satellites.  In short, an arms race for space has begun.

From National Defense Magazine (08/2020 and sold at Barnes & Noble):

Maj. Gen. John Shaw, commander of the Combined Force Space Component at US Space Command and commander of Space Operations Command, said the service is thinking hard about what the future of space warfighting will look like and how the force should organize, train and equip....A number of acquisition organizations have been folded into the Space Force, including the Space and Missile Systems Center, which acquires and develops military space systems.

6.  Mitch’s commentary on “space warfighting.”

This is a story of a disparity between a technological revolution and a spiritual de-evolution.   It is easier for countries to embrace technology than to embrace a common fellowship between them.   The result: Billions of dollars put into robotic soldiers rather than exploration and progress.  New Age thinking offers another direction—a new fellowship of the world, unity with diversity, where soldiers are more often than not put into the service of saving lives rather than killing them.

7.  Our next (Zoom) Meeting: Saturday, September 12, 2020 at 1 PM.          

