The NSSPASA Report for February 2014

Meeting locations and times; For March and April we will meet at our regular meeting place at the Liberty One food Court toward the 17th street side of the building between 1 and 3 p.m.. The March meeting will be on March 8 (snow date the next day) and April  12. In May we have a conflict between two locations: The Super Science Festival in Trenton will happen at the same time as the Science Carnival on the Parkway in Philadelphia. Both run at almost the same time and are far enough apart that we will have to divide our forces. More below.

We had our regular reports at the meeting and I will report on them to our group website. I will highlight several points in this report for now:

Changes to our bylaws: Mitch Gordon, our Vice President, has authored, and brought for a vote, changes that will allow non dues paying members to participate in voting for various activities and to be part of the activities teams. This would include public outreach at the Science Festivals, public demonstrations at these events and helping with judging at the Science Fairs. As mentioned above we will have a presence at both public outreach events in April and the additional members will be useful.

Background and reasoning: We have a number of people who attend our public meetings now who are financially distressed. They are very interested in the positive future that expansion into the solar system represents. Some of these members had been dues paying in the past and may come back again. Others are retirees with limited incomes. Thus bringing them in will be good for them and helpful for our overall goal with people who are willing to put time, which they have, into beneficial activities for everyone. The new rules are: to become an associate member you must attend at least three meetings during the year and can then be voted in by the current membership at that time. Copies of the new bylaws should be posted on our site in the near future.

Activities notes: Mitch is working on a public outreach event for February or March in University City with the Drexel University as the most desired location ( Barnes and Noble for the University actually). And in the last week: we judged at the George Washington Carver Science Fair and our people, Mike and Dennis, selected Krish Chawla for his work on the effect of various color filters on the output of a solar panel. Krish is a fifth grader at the St. Mays’ Inter Parochial School. Among our gifts, as part of The James H.Chestek Award, where a gift certificate for anything he might want to build (under $50.00!) from Shapeways, a Make Magazine special issue on Printers and Scanners, a backyard rockets kit, and $50.00 cash. He was very happy! 

Our next scheduled event is judging for the senior level Fair which I will report on in March.

Other activities: due to the two event schedule for May we will try to create more display material and exhibits involving small satellites and habitats.

Submitted by Earl Bennett

