The NSSPASA Report for January 2020
Greetings! We are beginning a new year and will be having our officers selection for 2020 at our next meeting on February 8. Our March meeting will be on the14th. This will be at our Liberty One Food Court location as most of our meetings do. They will be from 1 to 3 p.m.  Also in February and March will be the George Washington Carver Science Fair that we have been part of for about 27 years.  More about the Fair, and memorial gifts in honor of Thomas Anderson (the last of the Fairs’ founders) later.

Meeting notes: Hank Smith reported that P.S.F.S., the science fiction society in Philadelphia, had an election and not much was changed. Hank did not run for office and had no fliers for the Philcon this fall (which will again be at the Crowne Plaza in Cherry Hill, New Jersey). Hank will go to both BOSCON, the Boston science fiction convention, and BALTICON, the Baltimore area science fiction convention. Hank noted that both parent groups of fandom running these events have a club house of their own; our local group does not.  Hank also noted that the next P.S.F.S. meeting will be outside of Philadelphia, and that he may go to at least one convention between the two previously mentioned. That might be Ravencon and/or Heliosphere. 
Mitch gave an extended report that included finding out, or suggesting that spin offs be targeted for use as protection for sports players, especially football players due to recent concussion reports in that field. We had the usual discussion about a free, or low cost, location for meetings. We have a small bank account so it is insufficient to pay for most available spaces. Our group meets in a very convenient space at Liberty One Food Court, but it can be very noisy. There are food vendors so that we can select from a wide variety of foods before or during the meetings. Changing locations would require: a larger number of dues paying members. A low cost place would cost $25 per meeting. This would mean we would need twice the number of dues-paying members. We would gain quiet but lose immediate food sources and have to plan our meal before the meeting (meetings last for two hours). Mitch will see if a library space might become available in the future due to a new management plan but that is at least six months away.
     Besides this subject, Mitch gave us a glimpse of the work by a group of European space organizations in the magazine ROOM. The overall plan is to create a space-borne society called Asgardia. This is not a science fiction group; they have conferences in Europe. The magazine is their publication of record for the group and comes from Austria. Mitch found it at the center city Barnes and Noble. I did not find it at two others in our area, but was told it could be bought. Speaking of groups and symposia, there will be one in Colorado March 30 to April2, 2020. One of the articles was ”Human Conception in Space”. The magazine also mentioned that there is also an associated space investment group. Another report is on using law to push for the removal of space debris:”The Rule of Law is Vital for our Species Survival in Space”.  And then we talked about the Space Force; not impressed. The web apparently is showing uniforms that look like they’re from some generic supply source. We are biased of course; science fiction conventions have long shown uniforms (although this almost disappeared due to strict weapons policies and general turning away from hard science fiction toward fantasy and historical costumes [sometimes with locked down arms]). This was before 9-11, and that made it worse. Space Black and Silver sounds snazzy, but something more fitting with the space environment has to be brought forward to enhance acceptance for the Cops.  Mitch also thought of another anniversary that is coming up in April: the 50th Anniversary of the Apollo 13 mission! Hard to believe, but these events all happened 50 years ago: Moon landing and the Apollo 13 near disaster. Mitch will ask if the Franklin Institute will be doing anything for this event as we saw for the moon landing. This would be about the ability of humans to work together in the face of immanent death and destruction to creatively use the available resources to save the day. More on this idea in the next section. And finally from Mitch: he is working on doing a book signing and reading of his new book on a spiritual core for the New Space Age (which would be connected to the New Age movement that he is involved in). The event would be held at the cities’ newest book store: Shakespeare Inc. at 1632 Walnut Street in Philadelphia.
Earl brought a number of publications about space exploration and technology: in the most recent Analog Science Fiction and Science Fact. As mentioned last month, there was a fact article on saving the crew of the Columbia. There was an unrelated article however on fringe science that was beloved by John W. Campbell. The article by Alec Nevala-Lee and Edward M. Wysocki Jr.  is about ideas that Campbell tried to get implemented by various people he came in contact with over the decades. See the fact article “Making Waves: The Inventions of John W. Campbell”. There is also an Alternate View by John G. Cramer titled “Renormalization:  Dodging Infinities” on a problem between two theories of particle physics that are not compatible after decades of study: Quantum Electrodynamics (QED), the relativistic quantum theory of electromagnetic force, and Quantum Field Theory (QFT), the relativistic quantum theory of particles and fields. Dr. Cramer describes the problem as certain parts of the theories as having “infinities” that don’t allow combining. This is as I understand this article. Read in the January/ February magazine starting at page 118. On space exploration for the rest of us: The November /December 2019 Amsat Journal has a number of interesting articles, but I will mention two education related reports. The first, by Alan Johnston, Phd., KU2Y talks of the 50th anniversary AMSAT Symposium and the loan of a CubeSat Simulator which was loaned to Bishop O’Connell High School in Virginia. The students who we had seen at the I.S.D.C. in 2019. The school had a very good presentation on student-built satellites that had limited orbital lifetime (weeks). Now we will have to see what they will do in the future! And Dr. Johnston reports that several more simulators will be available for loan! To help support the effort “Remove Before Flight” keys with the AMSAT logo are available to support AMSAT are available from the AMSAT store. And there is the second chapter of: “Amateur Radio Satellites for Beginners” by Keith Baker KB1SF/VA3KSF. This chapter goes into details on such things as why the satellites must spin (energy absorption and release) and antennae among other topics. Note: Keith is licensed in America as KB1SF, and, VA3KSF in Canada. And much more. I have also been reading several books on space and related science that I recommend: “Exoplanets” by Michael Summers and James Trefil, who were both at George Mason University when the book was written. Much good material on how we are learning what the planets are made of and where they are (as the old joke goes “everywhere”) and what we may find on, and in them. Very informative and made for the educated laymen. Michio Kaku has “The Future of Humanity” on a wide range of subjects from terraforming Mars to Transhumanism and interstellar expansion. Photonic Sails are described as are interstellar ram jets. I should mention that I love the sail concept, But the ramjet has been discussed and loved also with some poetic descriptions (“Wings of Gossamer, Ribs of Diamond”) but the energy released is not sufficient. It is a fusion system using the interstellar medium as the fuel source (very sparse supply). And, by Alanna Mitchell: “The Spinning Magnet” on magnetism and the search for the forces origin. There is a good description of the Carrington Event in the mid 19th century that was a coronal mass ejection that damaged the communications system of the day: Telegraphy. Other events as late as 2003 are also noted. Geomagnetism is also discussed with great anecdotes about research and discovery. There’s much more as usual, but I will end with a plea for gifts: Thomas Anderson, a founder of the George Washington Carver Science Fair, passed away last fall. The gifts would be in his name and where to contribute is on the Carver website. Temple University was a sponsor and access through the university might also be possible. Dennis Pearson reported on Mr. Andersons passing and the request for a memorial fund.

All for now, submitted by Earl Bennett, President, NSSPASA, KD2CYA. 
