The November 2019 NSSPASA Report
Meeting times and location(s): our December meeting will be at the Liberty One location from 1 to 3 p.m. on the 14th of December. January’s meeting has not been set.

We had a highly informal meeting on Saturday the ninth at the Embers Restaurant at The Cherry Hill Crowne Plaza  at dinner time between panels. We had a guest for a while: Dr H. Paul Shuch who decided to join us briefly. He took our group’s picture, and we did one with him. Attention was divided at the meeting as there was a sports game on the pervasive TVs, so not much was discussed except a little about Mitch Gordon’s new book, “ A Cosmic Interpretation of History”, subtitled, “Commentary on  the New Age and Human Destiny.”;  more on this later.
Dorothy and Larry did most of our outreach this year talking to the sc-fi fans and others who came by our great location at the entrance to the Dealers’ Room (courtesy of the Philcon conops team!). Mitch brought a major part of our display material and handouts to entice this select audience to join us. Then also, for the people from outside our area, he brought displays and handouts to promote our parent organization: The National Space Society. Thanks to them, we had several seasons of Ad Astra, our society’s official publication (the most recent one is on women and space exploration) on display.  There was a period when Dorothy and Larry did leave the table for the masquerade event. This show gave each person who entered a chance to display their costume and prop(s) for the interested audience and celebrity judges. The judges will then decide who will win after the show. Nowadays, its mostly dress up, as armament is mostly banned here as in other cons [imaging one of Heinlein’s Starship Trooper characters (from the books, not the idiotic movies) walking into anywhere without a swat team showing up, or cyborgs, so the judging is on how accurate the clothing is, if from a story, and how closely it matches garments that are period pieces that are from non fictional sources.] The masquerade can be the reason some people across the country attend.
And then there were the writers and artists Guests of Honor: this year’s were author Tim Pratt, who gave a keynote address, and artist Stephanie Law. Lots of her work could be viewed at the Art Show which was another feature of this con. And also, there was a musical group that was a guest of honor:” This Way to the Egress”.  Fun!
I (Earl) was selected to be part of a number of science panels. I got to be part of five which is the most that I have ever been part of. They ranged from obsolete sci fi science (remember cruising through the ether and para normal capabilities galore?) and the search for life in our solar system with the possibility that something may be living on Mars, or in the Moons of Jupiter and Saturn, or, in the atmosphere of Jupiter in particular (internal heat source and organic compounds in the atmospheric layers). Mars of course was very popular, with this version of a panel about the planet discussing our changing perception of what it could harbor: from the ancient god of war to the home of an extinct or extant civilization, to a dead and barren world that had once had the “right stuff” but then was catastrophically damaged. And now, and in the near future, the exploration of the world to see if life might exist even now. And then another talk on the exciting possibility of astro archeology which included the speculation about circumstellar constructs around “Tabby’s Star” due to data returned by the Kepler Mission. Further data was obtained from T.E.S.S. (Transit Extra Solar Satellite) and that, and the discovery of another star with large light fluctuations (the data of interest here), drew a large and attentive crowd.  “Are We the Robots?” was my last panel on Sunday about the integration of mechanical and biological enhancements and improvements. Some problems with integrating new technological improvements where also noted from both the panel members and the audience. Not everyone can share in the use of the technologies due to the need for some systems in the body that are prerequisites for the integration of the new capabilities to be useful ( some of my background study includes medical technologies so I have read of this sort of unfortunate side of applying technologies to human need and extension of abilities). 
And there were other interesting things and panels happening: the Philcon people included events for children, from beadwork to dinosaurs and games ( children and adult levels) based on various sci-fi  stories and movies.  And there was a special meet and greet for people interested in the D.I.Y. movement to allow them to show their creations. And also: Getting Started With 3D Printers.  Be part of a podcast? Sure. Learn how to do one? Yes. Writing goes along with reading and there were panels on doing that and dealing with publishers. And lots of talks on fan interests: Marvel Comics, favorite shows (like Dr. Who and Good Omens, to Game of Thrones and Stranger things Season 3). And finally environmental concerns, the workings of biologic organisms (including virology and life sciences) and the question of  whether an artificial intelligence is, or can become, a conscious being ( and how could we prove it).  Much fun was had by all, and the con was well worth attending. Great job, guys!
A report on various technical ideas that may be of interest will be forthcoming soon.

Submitted by Earl Bennett, President, NSSPASA, KD2CYA.

Added note: the Chesley Bonestell movie, ”A Brush with the Future” continues travelling around the world, playing to many varied audiences. 
