The NSSPASA Report for October 2016
Meeting times and locations: for November we will meet at the Crown Plaza Cherry Hill in New Jersey on the 19th at about 6 p.m. . The time is approximate due to panel and speaker presentations. In December we are back at Liberty One Food Court at 16th and Market (second floor: go towards west end). December 10, snow date the 17th, January 21st, snow date the 28th.

Meeting notes: Dorothy talked at several points during the meeting on: Capclave where she stayed for some of the talks but also went to the Con Suite to talk to participants, and she noted that the new editor of Analog Science Fiction and Fact is an English major and not from the science and engineering community like previous editors. She brought a lot of material especially on the Franklin Institute. There is a new exhibit called Robot Revolution with lots of publicity on this special exhibit and the movie about robots ( called Robots”, but not the Disney of the same name) and lots of youngster oriented events. Go to the Institutes website, fi.edu, for more on these events, the space oriented shows and films, and the costs of these. The Robots exhibit is there through April 2017. She brought the current films listing for the American Museum of Natural History including the Dark Universe space show. Check the ammnh.org website for more on this great New York museum. And: she will be doing a Sunday service at the Philcon event in the format of a Quaker Meeting ( no central authority at the podium etc) this will be Sunday her Facebook page for more on her travels and thoughts (like in “Dottys’ Dimensions” that she creates).
Larry gave us the latest. Web hits and cumulative statistics up through October. As the data shows, we tend to get more visitors during the New Year to Spring period with another peak during the June through August period. He has also begun showing us, in a set of documents he brings, how he creates elements of our web presence and the JAVA language that he uses. And on the language: he has linked us to the javacafe (see our website for this link). Go Larry!
Hank Smith brought us new Philcon bookmarks and discussed his work at Philcon with the subject of attendance coming up. He though that Capclave was good, but, attendance was down.The problem of fall-off of audience and participation is a concern for Philcon and a number of events. He reports that Philcon will be at the Crown Plaza in 2017. He is not planning for any other Cons this year, but, next year will go to Lunacon, which has moved to Tarrytown New York. 
Mitch gave us more on the most recent Ad Astra, but, a lot of our talk was on a model that Mitch found through The Space Studies Institute: it is a larger model of the O’Neill Cylinder Habitat that we had previously bought several years ago. This one is about  10” long and includes an agriculture/ manufacturing ring. This gives a better idea of what it could eventually look like (although the scale is still very large: about 7,000 to one ?). Mitch has come up with an outreach event at The Penn Book Center at 34th and Walnut Street in the near future. He subsequently bought a small table (he had collapsible chairs) and will bring the new model for this event. It should go over well at Philcon as well. He noted that the North Texas group was the NSS Chapter of the year for 2016.
Dennis came and brought the new Chapters Assembly Charter that we ratified. This makes it easier to have a chapter with less than three members of the National Space Society among other things. This doesn’t mean they will not have to file the group tax papers! More work for somebody! In a subsequent meeting of The Chapters Assembly, which Mitch and I attended, the possibility of getting more samples of some of the models of the great habitats that have been planned came up. It is possible that more will be found both on the web and at local, better, hobby stores. We have several stores in the area around Philadelphia into new Jersey, but, quite a few specialize in motor vehicle and aircraft areas. Race cars predominate. We discussed the possibility of printing some elements of such displays at the telecom but nothing was decided yet.
Rich Bowers commented that the future that we are in now is nothing like that envisioned when he was young. I thing that most of us baby boom cohort members can absolutely share the sentiment!

Earl brought material on a number of things including the fun of the Maker Faire at the Queens Hall of Science in New York City. This annual event includes a NASA display with people showing some of the technology used by NASA, including a functional Virtual Reality display (huge lines), and a sample of a CubeSat that is part of the CubeSat Challenge program NASA is supporting. The particular example is the Team Miles satellite which has been selected to go out to the Moon, and after completing that part of the mission, will go on to Asteroid 2016 HO3. This will ha they are part of happen in 2018. As always, funding is necessary and they could use some help now. The competition they are part of is for $5.5 million. The Team Miles has won a ride up on SLS-EM1. See more on their efforts : contact: Wesley. Team Miles. info@miles-space.com. This is for information on sponsoring or partnering on the groups’ activities. They had a good looking mock up and a knowledgeable (on the details of the craft and mission) representative at the table. Speaking of flights: there is an article, by Richard Lovett on the Dawn spacecrafts flight and explorations at Vesta and Ceres: one of the things found at Vesta was a connection between a particular group of meteorites and the aasteroid. One of the most common types: the HED meteorites have a reflected spectra that matched Vesta from Earth. The close up data confirmed this. The appearance of Vesta tells why the commonality: it was almost shattered by collisions early in the life of the solar system, producing the materials we find here. And Ceres has that unusual white area: the speculation is that Ceres may have a large fraction of water in its interior! And some other  valuable volitals locked below the surface. A Cerelogic (?) process that could cause some of this to come to the surface, thus creating the white spots, could be why it exists. November Analog Science Fiction and Fact. There is much more, as usual, but I will finish with several rocket related notes and an added note on the Team Miles craft: investigation is ongoing in the case of the disaster that wrecked a Space X launch several months ago, but, Elon Musk is moving forward and has announced plans for exploratory trips to Mars to begin in this decade. And more private space: NSS sends chapter leaders postings on events and two where congratulations on the Blue Origins success in launching and landing of its Sheppard craft and a non destructive separation of the rescue system from the main space craft ( the flight tests are up to the edge of space now, not just off the pad and back). And the Cygnus capsule is a supply mission, from Orbital ATK on its’ Antares rocket, that should be done by the time this is in print ( the launch happened in mid October). Private launchers all. And the Team Miles craft: it will be using an advanced form of ion engine to move the craft out to the Asteroid (it should be noted that the group started in the Tampa, Florida, Hackerspace (http://tampahackerspace.com).

Submitted by Earl Bennett, President, NSSPASA, KD2CYA.  
