 The NSSPASA Report for September 2014
Meeting locations and times: We will meet at the Liberty One Food Court on October 18: go to the second level of the building, located on Market Street between 16th and 17th streets, and go towards the 17th street side of the building. Look for our table display(s). In November we will be at The Philcon Science Fiction Convention, at the Crown Plaza Cherry Hill (N.J.) . We usually meet during the dinner hour on Saturday (  which will be  November 22nd) the exact time being arbitrary.
Meeting notes:  We had a slightly smaller gathering than usual, but, enjoyed the company that attended. Only Dennis was away this month. 
Larry reported that our website continues to have a limited number of visits but our Facebook attention is doing well. Since he made our pages have been modified to be compatible with tablets Our Twitter account is not as active but we do have comments. The discussion ranged over the technologies coming along now like the I –watch from Apple and the new Samsung device (nothing implanted…yet!).
He also reported on the Suns polar magnet fields inverting (North and South changing places) and that Earths field is also changing. During our talk the possibility of the Earths field declining and a Coronal Mass Ejection happening, and the possible subsequent damage to infrastructure, was discussed. Some of our members thought this was a possibility, but, we have no data to back this up.
Dorothy brought material from her Dotty’s Dimensions and from the web: She brought a draft of her publication of her, and husband Larry’s , travels. These included visiting The Intrepid Sea- Air- Museum in New York Harbor, Lunacon, and some of that Cons events, and the fun of the Nations Museums: like The Smithsonian in its various locations ( including the Udvar Hazy in Chantilly, Virginia) for space and other things that are interesting to a wide range of people. One exhibit caught Dorothys’ eye:  Americas Treasure Chest: this is a showcase of exhibit material from various parts of the Smithsonian. She was a travel agent and  enjoys reporting on a wide range of subjects including space exploration and locations involving  the past and present (and future!) of our creation of a Solar Civilization. She also recently visited The New Jersey Astronomy Association Observatory. This location is where Frank O’Brien is to do his talk on the Apollo Program and the Apollo Flight Computer in particular.  See her Facebook page  for much more.
Wallace brought in material on the Mars Rover(s) and “its” ongoing exploration. I say “its’” because one of the two rovers  is doing “one site exploration” (stuck in one spot} while the other is the one we still have roving after Ten Years!  Nice reminder of what careful design, and some great managing, can achieve.
Hank brought more handouts on the upcoming Philcon Science Fiction Convention> This prompted some talk on the volunteer aspect of the event: Dorothy told us of her contacting the Philcon committee to give them Mitch and Earls’ e-mail contact information. Earl has recently added an Outlook address earlisnowat@outlook.com as well as his Verizon address. Hank is still working on getting the event back to the city, but, the next year will see the Con in New Jersey again.
Mitch brought “Sexier Space Suits” from the October 2014 Discover magazine. The suit is designed by Dava Neuman as a replacement for the present E.V.A. suit. It is called “the Biosuit” and it works on the principal of compression (counter pressure?). He also brought news from Ad Astra ( the N.S.S. magazine) which included a tribute to Fredrick Ordway the 3rd, a long time member of N.S.S., member of the earlier L-5 Society, was on the board of Governors and Board of Directors and participated in most I.S.D.Cs since there inception. His professional life included working on spacecraft propulsion systems at Reaction Motors in New Jersey and authoring a large number of papers as well as consulting. In that capacity he worked with Stanley Kubrick for three years on a film you may have seen. See his works and Ad Astra (and .org) for more.  There was much more from that publication including: “A Commercial Approach to Debris Control” on this important topic. Donald F. Robertson, a freelance space industries journalist, wrote this article which includes descriptions of incentives for designing and developing systems for removing this dangerous material. See the Fall 2014 of Ad Astra, for this and a a summary of a new report on the possibility of building the Space Elevator between 2036 and 2055. Mitch also reported on his next outreach event, which he hopes to do at Drexel University, in early October. 
Earl reported on his, and Michelle Bakers, trip to Washington as mostly reported last month. One location not mentioned was The National Geographics Societies headquarters display of images of Mars. This showed the amazing detail that our Mars Global Surveyor and other craft we are using at Mars. They created a wonderful display that looked like artworks. Excellent! Earl also brought a number of publications including NASA Tech Briefs for September 2014. The cover feature was “Robots are (almost) People Too” with a description of the various systems that NASA is using and developing for independent space exploration ( as in autonomous and semi-autonomous systems) and as assistants to human explorers. The featured robot, R-5, is the most recent of these assistive devices. See the publication and NASAs website. One other article of note, out of many, is “Inkjet-Assisted Creation of Self Healing Layers Between Composite Parts.” The title speaks for itself. By Alma Hodzic and Patrick Smith of the University of Sheffield in England. And lastly: MAVIN is a Martian! The atmospheric and environmental exploration craft arrived on September 23rd. On arrivals: this reminds me that New Horizons will arrive at Pluto next year. Instead of the short trip of MAVIN, about a year, New Horizons was sent to Pluto about a decade ago. And we expect it to work as well as the other NASA created exploration systems. Go NASA! O.k.,one more thing: Michelle and I visited the Makefaire Festival on September 21 and talked to a NASA representative at there booth. I asked if Zack Manchesters tiny space craft had made it into space (he had a crowd funded design of a large number of craft as thin as a flat mint candy and the area of a commemorative stamp.). There was a failure after launch and the craft where destroyed on reentry. However: he is going again and the launch may occur in July! Go Zack!
Submitted by Earl Bennett, KD2CYA.
